APPENDIX.                          361

and methodically arranged, previous to tlieir removal
to the new office in Somerset Place ; and by the fa-
vour of the late Sir William Musgrave, first Commis-
sioner of that hoard, who, in the midst of very labo-
rious offices, which he executed with great ability,
always found time, not only for many curious histori-
cal researches of his own, but to promote, by every
means in his power, the literary undertakings of.,
others, I had free access to such of the Revels5 Ac-
counts as have escaped the corrosive hand of time.
To be able to ascertain the real state of the stage, by
the most authentick documents, from the beginning
of the reign of Elizabeth almost to the period when
there is good ground for supposing that our Poet
commenced his theatrical career, has been long an ob-
ject of my wish, though I scarcely could flatter myself
with the hope of effecting it: at length, however, I
am enabled to throw no inconsiderable light on this
obscure period of our dramatick history; and the re-
view will, I am confident, be highly interesting to my
readers; for wrhile it furnishes us with much curious
information, it will at the same time form the highest
eulogy on the great poet, whom nature formed to dis-
regard the wretched models that were set before him,
and to create a drama from his own. native and origi-
nal stores. MALONE.

State of the Books of Account, and Records of the
Master of the Revells, the Treasurer of the Cham-
ber, the Board of Works, and the Great Wardrobe,
still remaining in the Office for Auditing the Pub-
lick Accounts, 1st Nov. 1791.

Rev elk.                          Records.

14 Eliz, May to 15 Eliz. October8......-.'.., 1604

Thence to 16 Eliz. February9...........:. 1605

8 May 1572 to Oct. 1573.           9 May 1572 to Feb. 1573.